Sant’Egidio and the Death Penalty
Since the second half of the 1990’s, the fight against capital
punishment has become one of the spheres of global engagement
and a priority of the Community of Sant’Egidio. The death penalty
always represents a form of mental torture against the condemned
person that: contradicts a rehabilitative conception of justice,
lowers civil society to the level of
killer, and legitimizes a culture of
death at its highest level on the
part of the state. While claiming
to want to defend human life,
the death penalty has become a
source of human rights abuses
that disproportionately affects
political, ethnic, religious and
social minorities.
For many years, the Community
of Sant’Egidio has become a
leading player in the movement
to abolish the death penalty worldwide. Our recent efforts have
focused on passing a global moratorium as the first step towards
the abolition of the death penalty. With this in mind, the Community
of Sant’Egidio drafted an appeal for a Universal Moratorium that
has been endorsed by leaders of the world’s major religions and
by more than five million people in 153 countries. In 2007, these
signatures were presented to the United Nations on the eve of the
historic vote to reject the death penalty as a means of justice.
In 2001, it contributed to the founding of the World Coalition against
the Death Penalty and is a member of its executive board. It also
promoted the worldwide Movement of Cities for Life, Cities against
the Death Penalty and launched the International Day of Cities against
the Death Penalty held every year on November 30. This date marks
the anniversary of the first abolition of the death penalty by the Gran
Duchy of Tuscany on November 30, 1786.

The International Conferences
of Justice Ministers
The annual Conferences of Justice Ministers, jurists, Supreme
Court members from countries which have abolished the death
penalty - and those which still apply it - have been organized into
a laboratory of ideas for the purpose of developing new strategies
and common meeting grounds. Indeed, the conferences supported
the abolitionist trend in many countries, from Burundi to Gabon,
and Mongolia to Kazakhstan. The Community of Sant’Egidio’s
deep relationship in over 25 African countries, with local community
members, makes it possible to identify local solutions to set off a
viral reduction in violence and the use of the death penalty. In 2014,
regional conferences were expanded to Asia, in Tokyo and Manila.
The Community has utilized legislative, parliamentary and public
opinion to first seek a reduction in the use of the death penalty and
slowly towards an end to actual executions. This evolution has in
some cases led all the way to de facto or complete legal abolition.
In Asia and Latin America, the Community of Sant’Egidio operates
on a national and transnational level, relying on a local network
of institutional, inter-religious and governmental contacts, and is
actively involved in dialogues for humanitarian and
peace-making purposes.
HOW YOU CAN BE PART OF THE MOVEMENT:
• PROPOSE YOUR CITY AS A CITY FOR LIFE, Light up a monument
or a church on November 30 to connect with 2,000 cities from
around the world.
• WRITE TO A PERSON WHO IS SENTENCED TO DEATH. Contact us;
we have names of men and women on death row in several
countries who are eager to receive a letter.
• FOLLOW THE NEWS REGARDING THE DEATH PENALTY AND PENDING
EXECUTONS. Follow us on www.santegidio.org.
• SEND PETITIONS AND URGENT APPEALS TO STATE AUTHORITIES
FROM OUR WEB-SITE. Respond to immediate petitions to stop
the executions of prisoners.
FOR ANY INFO CONTACT: tel +1 646-765-3899
www.santegidio.org | abolition@santegidio.org
380 Lenox Avenue, #6h, New York, NY 10027 USA.
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The Community of Sant’Egidio was founded in Rome in 1968 by Andrea
Riccardi and a group of his high school friends. Together, the
Community of Sant’Egidio has made the Gospel, friendship, service
to the poor and a commitment to justice are the cornerstones of the
work of more than 60,000
members who serve in
73 countries alongside
the poor, in dialogue with
everyone, believers and
non-believers alike.

In the past few years, the Community of Sant’Egidio has intensified
its public awareness campaigns for the abolition of the
death penalty.

On November 30 of each year, about 2,000 cities in more than
80 different countries celebrate the International Day of Cities for Life,
Cities against the Death penalty with mobilizations, marches, sitins, performances, public assemblies, in schools and universities,
as well as official
statements of support
from city and citizen
council representatives.
The International Day
represents, along with the
World Day against the
Death Penalty on October
10, the biggest modern
global mobilization in
favour a higher and more
civil form of justice that repudiates capital punishment once and for all.

In the world: with the poor,
human rights, dialogue
and peace
The Community of Sant’Egidio stands beside the most marginalized:
the homeless, the aged, immigrants, gypsies, prisoners (including
those on death row), and the disabled. Service is conducted in
an innovative way where friendship, direct aid and community
activism are combined for the defence of human rights and dignity.
The Community of Sant’Egidio also promotes ecumenical and interreligious dialogue and advocating for concrete legislative and local
initiatives to promote the coexistence among cultures, religions
and ethnic groups. These simple pillars of the Community have
led to transformative global events such as: the end of the civil
wars in Mozambique, Liberia and Guatemala. Support for the
democratization of Albania, the peace process in Burundi, and
the reunification of the Ivory Coast. The commitment to peace also
led to the creation of one of the broadest and most effective antiAids programs in ten counties in sub-Saharan Africa (DREAM) and
a worldwide campaign for birth registration and citizenship for
“invisible children” (BRAVO).

Corresponding with death
row inmates is one of
the principal acts for
raising awareness about
the death penalty and
disrupting the isolation of
prisoners sentenced to
death. The Community
writes to more than 1,500
death row inmates in the
United States, Russia,
Cameroun, Zambia and Caribbean countries.
Resources related to this campaign can be found at www.santegidio.
org or directly via site of the World Coalition Against the Death
Penalty (www.worldcoaliton.org). This web page provides updated
information about our campaigns and urgent appeals in support of
individual death row convicts. The website is also updated with news
from major international newspapers and press agencies regarding
the death penalty and information about humanitarian organizations
and activists from around the world. These articles are in addition
to our on-line database, a valuable source of information for those
conducting research in this field.
Working side by side with the website is a permanent Research
Group, responsible for monitoring country specific application of the
death penalty, handling contacts with local groups involved in the
defence of human rights and the abolitionist battle, and deploying
an international network of support, such as inter-cultural and
diplomatic network developed by the Community of Sant’Egidio
from its conflict resolution and national reconciliation activities.

Most cities take part in the initiative by illuminating their major
historical or civic monuments to become symbols underlining a
commitment and dialogue with the population in favour of a world
without the death penalty. The Coliseum in Rome, lit up in special
colours, has become a universal symbol of this abolitionist battle,
offering international visibility to places in the world which have
taken major steps on the path to abolition or a lasting moratorium:
New Jersey and New Mexico celebrated their abolitions in 2007 and
2009, Nebraska in 2015, Chile and other countries before that.
The initiative is open to all abolitionist groups and can be organized
not by the Community of Sant’Egidio and humanitarian groups and
activists on a city to city basis. The website puts ALL the “Cities
for Life” on the internet, publishing information about the initiatives
that are organized for the International Day “Cities for Life, Cities
Against the Death Penalty”. The global message is summed up
in the phrase “No Justice without Life” and the activities take place
each year between November 29 and 30, the high point of each
year-long local campaigns.

